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share. And even in his own interests the Tsar
could not permit such dismemberment of Prussia
as Napoleon seemed to be contemplating.

Alexander's fears increased as Napoleon made
more and more progress, sweeping the old legiti-
mate rulers of the different European states from
their thrones and replacing them by his own
relatives and adherents. Hanover, Hamburg, and
Bremen were to be annexed to France; the Grand
Duchy of Frankfort was established ostensibly
for the dispossessed Primate Dalberg, but in
reality for EugSne Beauharnais. The Tsar was
especially injured and offended when the Duke
of Oldenburg, who was his own relative, was
driven from his duchy. Holland, first given to
the brother of Napoleon, was later declared part
of the latter's family possessions; while in Sweden
his General Bernadotte was elected crown prince.
Where would it end, this gradual spread of the
Napoleonic influence? Napoleon himself was now
the son-in-law of the Emperor of Austria; and it
is said to have been the greatest of all vexations
to Alexander that the spoilt Corsican had not
chosen a Russian princess. Napoleon, indeed, had
made enquiries to that end and then had let the
matter drop.

That an unfriendly spirit was developing be-
tween the Tsar and the French Emperor was
important; but there were grievances that more
directly concerned the welfare of Russia. Napole-
on's embargo on English wares, which the Tsar had